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To  the  Chaifman  and  Members  of  the  Compstall 
Urban  District  Council* 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  leave  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1904. 

The  District  is  in  the  north-western  portion  of  the 
County  of  Chester,  and  is  separated  from  the  Rural  Dis- 
trict of  Glossop  by  the  River  Etherow. 

BOUNDARIES. 

On  the  North  lies  the  Borough  of  Hyde. 

On  the  West  and  South-West  lies  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict of  Romiley  and  Bredbury. 

On  the  East  and  South-East  lies  the  Glossop  Rural 
District. 

The  lower  part  of  the  District  on  the  South-East 
side  is  urban  in  character,  the  remaining  part  is  rural. 

The  subsoil  is  composed  chiefly  of  sand  and  clay, 
with  underlying  rock. 
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INDUSTRIES. 

The  mills  owned  by  the  Calico  Printers’  Association 
form  the  only  industry  in  the  District. 

At  these  mills  spinning  and  weaving  are  carried  on. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  population  are  employed 
at  these  mills. 

The  remaining  portion  are  employed  at  works  out- 
side the  District,  or  on  the  land. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  were  218  inhabited  houses  in  July.  They  are 
well  built  and  of  sufficient  accommodation. 

Last  year  I advised  a few  families  to  remove  into 
more  commodious  houses,  and  I find  that  they  have  done 
so. 

Open  spaces  about  the  houses  are  sufficient,  and  the 
surroundings  are  healthy. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  springs  from  the 
uplands,  and  is  stored  in  two  reservoirs,  from  which  the 
houses  are  supplied  by  means  of  gravitation.  It  is  clear, 
soft  and  palatable,  and  is  plentiful. 

The  reservoirs  are  cleaned  out  and  limed  every 
spring. 
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The  rural  parts  of  the  District  rely  on  springs  and 
shallow  wells  for  their  water.  On  visiting  the  District 
I found  these  wells  protected  from  contamination,  and  as 
the  rural  part  is  sparsely  populated  I think  no  harm  can 
arise  from  the  people  using  this  water,  although  there  is 
always  a danger  of  infection  by  water  from  such  a source. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  sewers  are  kept  in  good  condition,  and  are  ample 
for  the  District.  The  drains  from  the  houses  are  well 
trapped  and  ventilated.  Disconnection  is  general. 
The  sewage  consists  of  washing  water  from  slopstones, 
and  is  emptied  by  the  sewers  into  the  river. 

SCAVENGING  AND  EXCREMENT 

DISPOSAL. 

Scavenging  is  carried  on  regularly,  and  the  streets 
are  cleaned  and  kept  in  good  condition.  Each  house  is 
supplied  with  an  ashpit  which,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, is  covered  in,  ventilated,  and  the  floor  concreted. 
I advise  the  Council  to  give  notice  to  the  owners  of  the 
uncovered  ashpits  to  remedy  the  same. 

The  ashpits  are  emptied  and  disinfected  regularly. 
Part  of  the  household  refuse  is  carried  away  with  the 
ashpit  refuse,  the  other  part  is  taken  to  the  tip  and 
buried. 

The  tip  is  sufficiently  removed  from  any  dwelling. 

The  privy  midden  I reported  in  my  last  report  has 
now  been  remedied  and  put  into  a sanitary  condition. 
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BURIAL  GROUNDS. 


These  are  in  good  sanitary  condition,  and  are 
sufficient  for  present  and  future  needs. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

I have  made  periodical  visits  to  the  farms  in  the 
District  during  the  year,  and  I have  found  them  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  The  cowsheds  were  well 
ventilated,  and  were  kept  clean  and  well  whitewashed. 

Most  of  the  cowsheds  conform  to  the  regulations  of 
the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Act.  The  drains  were  kept 
clean  and  in  good  condition. 


STATISTICS. 

The  total  area  of  the  District,  exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water,  equals  897  statute  acres. 

Total  population  at  Census  in  1901  was  875. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  July,  1904,  was  218. 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Births  13  ...  5 ...  18 

Deaths  10  ...  3 ...  13 

Estimating  the  population  for  the  middle  of  the 
year  to  be  880, 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  equals  20.4  per  1,000. 
The  death  rate  „ „ 14.7  per  1,000. 
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The  birth  rate  is  below  the  average  for  Urban 
Districts,  but  is  slightly  better  than  last  year’s,  which 
was  19.36  per  1,000. 

The  death  rate  is  equal  to  the  average  death  rate 
in  other  Urban  Districts,  but  is  higher  than  last  year’s, 
which  was  12.5  per  1,000. 

The  infantile  mortality  is  very  high,  and  equals  222 
per  1,000  registered  births.  Four  of  the  deaths 
registered  were  infants  under  one  year. 


As  the  population  of  the  District  is  small,  the  death 
of  one  infant  raises  the  infantile  mortality  rate  con- 
siderably. 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages 
deaths  occurred : — 

Under  1 year  

1 and  under  5 years  

5 and  under  15  years  

15  and  under  25  years  

25  and  under  65  years  

65  and  upwards 


at  which  the 

4 

1 

nil. 

nil. 

2 
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Of  the  deaths  registered  from  65  and  upwards,  two 
were  80  years,  and  four  over  70  years. 


THE  DEATHS  FROM  CLASSIFIED 
DISEASES  WERE: 

Tubercular  Peritonitis  1 

Bronchitis 2 

Pneumonia  1 

Heart  Disease  ...  4 

Measles  1 

There  were  four  deaths  from  non-classified  diseases. 
These  were  Senile  Decay  2,  Convulsions  1,  Marasmus  1. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

scarlatena. 

Two  cases  occurred  during  the  year — one  in  August 
and  one  in  September.  Both  were  isolated  at  home, 
and  precautions  taken  to  prevent  any  spread  of  infection. 
In  this  we  were  successful. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

One  case  occurred  in  January.  This  was  a mild 
case,  but  isolation  and  disinfection  were  promptly 
carried  out,  and  there  was  no  further  case.  No  cause 
could  be  found.  The  Council  keep  a supply  of  anti- 
diphthiritic  serum  for  use  in  cases  of  diphtheria. 

TYPHOID. 

One  case  occurred  in  September.  This  was  isolated 
at  home.  As  the  patient  had  been  unwell  for  some  days 
previous  to  calling  in  his  medical  attendant,  I ordered 
the  whole  of  the  contents  of  ashpit  to  be  removed,  dis- 
infected, and  buried,  and  the  ashpit  was  well  disinfected. 

The  drains  were  not  in  a sanitary  condition,  so  I 
ordered  these  to  be  remedied.  My  orders  were  well 
carried  out,  and  no  further  case  occurred. 

MEASLES. 

This  disease  is  not  notifiable,  but  I believe  the  case 
was  thoroughly  isolated.  The  patient  died  from  super- 
vening pneumonia. 

No  other  infectious  cases  were  reported. 


PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS 

CASES. 


On  notification  of  any  case  of  infectious  disease 
steps  are  taken  immediately  to  prevent  any  further 
spread  by  isolating  the  cases  and  disinfection  of  clothing. 

Visits  are  frequently  made  by  the  Inspector  and 
myself  during  isolation. 

On  recovery  of  patient  or  otherwise,  the  rooms  are 
disinfected  and  the  clothes  and  bedding  disinfected  or 
destroyed. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free. 

The  Schools  are  visited,  and  any  suspicious  case  is 
at  once  sent  home  and  kept  under  supervision. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 
ACCOMMODATION. 

The  Council  have  made  arrangements  with  the  High 
Peak  Hospital  Committee,  by  which  cases  requiring 
isolation  can  be  admitted  to  the  Chinley  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  as  the  District  is  small  this,  in  my  opinion, 
is  quite  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  District. 

INSPECTION  OF  MILLS. 

Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  the 
District  Council  is  responsible  for  the  sanitary  condition 
of  factories  and  workshops  in  the  District. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  have  inspected 
the  mills,  and  find  them  in  a sanitary  condition. 
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The  rooms,  with  one  exception  (the  mechanics’ 
room),  were  well  whitewashed  and  clean.  The  ventila- 
tion also  was  good.  The  closets  were  free  from  smell, 
and  in  good  sanitary  condition.  The  pails  are  kept  clean 
and  are  emptied  regularly  and  disinfected. 

INSPECTOR  S REPORT. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  23  cases  were  entered  in 
report  book.  Eleven  nuisances  were  reported,  three 
notices  were  served,  eight  nuisances  attended  to 
without  notice.  The  mills  are  supplied  with  proper  and 
sufficient  fire  escapes.  One  closet  and  ashpit  repaired. 
One  midden  repaired. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I recommend  the  Council  to  adopt — 

1.  — Compulsoi'y  notification  of  Measles. 

2.  — Compulsory  notification  of  Phthisis. 

3.  — A disinfector  for  bedding  and  clothes. 

I remain,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  H.  HIBBERT, 

L.R.C.P.  Ed. ; L.R.C.S.  Ed* ; L.F.P.  & S.G. 


Marple  Bridge, 

Cheshire,  February  18th,  1905. 
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